
Dear Candidate,

Please read these notes carefully before booking the RYA Yachtmaster Ocean exam.  They
will help you prepare for the exam & ensure that you have the necessary sea-time,
qualifications & documentation.

RYA Yachtmaster Ocean

The RYA Yachtmaster Ocean is experienced and competent to skipper a yacht on passages
of any length in all parts of the world.

Full details of the exam syllabus and requirements are shown in the RYA Yachtmaster
Scheme Syllabus & Logbook (code G158), available from the RYA webshop.

Yachtmaster Ocean exam pre-requisites

Certification required

● RYA/MCA Yachtmaster Offshore Certificate of Competence OR
● MCA issued Certificate of Competence as officer in charge of a navigational watch

(OOW), Yachts less than 3000gt, unlimited area, Reg II/1 (See note below).
● A restricted (VHF only) Radio Operators Certificate or a GMDSS Short Range

Certificate or higher grade of marine radio certificate.
● A valid first aid certificate. The certificate must be of a type that is accepted by the

RYA.  Click here for details.

Please note: Only those who hold the RYA Yachtmaster Offshore Certificate of Competence
are eligible to receive the RYA Yachtmaster Ocean Certificate of Competence on passing the
oral exam. Those holding OOW (Yacht 3000gt) will receive a pass confirmation certificate.

Minimum Seatime

Have completed a qualifying passage on board a sailing or motor yacht up to 500gt which
meets the following criteria:

● 600M including at least 200M more than 50 miles from land or charted objects
capable of being used for navigation.

● Duration of at least 96 hours;
● The candidate must have taken a full part in the planning and preparation of the

passage, including: navigational plan, checking the material condition of the yacht
and her equipment; storing with spare gear, fuel, water and victuals.

● Throughout the passage, the candidate must have acted in a responsible capacity,
either in sole charge of a watch or as skipper.

● Candidates must have successfully navigated a yacht at sea by astro navigation. As
a minimum this should include the planning, reduction, and plotting of a
sun-run-meridian altitude or sun-run-sun sight and a compass check carried out
using the bearing of the sun, moon, a star or planet.

https://secureservercdn.net/50.62.88.87/1zj.d0e.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/1st-Aid-Certs-the-RYA-Will-Accept.pdf


The minimum qualifying passage must have been accrued within 10 years of the
examination date.

Candidates must hold OOW (Yacht 3000gt) to claim qualifying passages on vessels greater
than 24m LOA. Contact training@rya.org.uk if your passage is on a vessel greater than
500gt.

Format of exam

The exam consists of an oral and written test.  If you opt to take the RYA Yachtmaster Ocean
theory course with us, you will be exempt from the written exam.

Oral

The candidate must provide the examiner with the following information 48 hours prior to the
exam:

● A narrative account of the planning and execution of the qualifying passage providing
all relevant details.

● Navigational records, completed on board a yacht on passage, out of sight of land
showing that the candidate has navigated the yacht without the use of electronic
navigational aids. The records must include as a minimum, planning, reduction and
plotting of a sun run meridian altitude sight and a compass check carried out using
the bearing of the sun, moon, a star or planet.

During the oral test the candidate will be required to answer questions on all aspects of
ocean passage making in a yacht, including passage planning, navigation, worldwide
meteorology, crew management and yacht preparation, maintenance and repairs.

Written

The written exam will include questions on sights and sight reduction and worldwide
meteorology.

Candidates who hold the RYA/MCA Yachtmaster Ocean Shorebased Course Completion
Certificate (final exam must have been invigilated at an RYA RTC), or a MCA issued full
STCW Certificate of Competence as a Deck Officer (Unlimited) will be exempt from the
written examination.

mailto:training@rya.org.uk


Ocean Qualifying Passages.

For Ocean passages, the following definition will apply:

Throughout the passage the candidate must have acted in a responsible capacity in sole
charge of a watch or as a skipper.

Please note, performing the role of "lookout" does not fulfil the eligibility requirements.

If circumstances prevent astro sights being taken on the ocean qualifying passage
candidates may take their sights on another shorter passage. Such sights must be taken
whilst the vessel is on passage and out of sight of land or charted objects capable of being
used for navigation/position fixing.

The examiner will determine whether the candidate is competent at astro navigation.

Click here for information on qualifying passages for exam pre-requisites.

Details of vessel sizes for qualifying passages can be found at the bottom of the document
here.

The minimum exam duration is approximately 1 ½ hours. Oral tests will normally take 2-3
hours and the written test (if applicable) 2 hours.

If you have any queries or questions please do not hesitate to contact us here at Ondeck.

https://www.rya.org.uk/training/certificates-of-competence/qualifying-passages
https://www.rya.org.uk/training/certificates-of-competence/qualifying-passages

